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Optimism Despite Challenges 
     This is an exceedingly difficult time we are going through right now. We are in the middle of a pandemic and 

there is uncertainty in terms of how things will look in the future. Many people are experiencing financial 

difficulties, health challenges and there are political and racial tensions. However, there are many times in the 

Bible when people have faced difficult times and circumstances and with a strong faith in God have overcome 

these challenges and been blessed twofold. 

     One of my favorite stories in the Bible is about Job. Who can say that they have suffered more than Job 

did?  Not anyone that I know of.  God allowed Satan to pick with Job to such a degree that he started to despair 

life and the day of his birth. He told Satan do not be too hard on Job.  His friends accused him of sin, his wife 

told him to curse God and die and Job never did find out the reason why God allowed him to suffer so much 

loss.  He lost his children, his wealth, his health, his crops, his livestock and even the relationship of his wife and 

best friends who turned on him and accused of him of suffering because of his sins.  Job felt like He was God’s 

enemy due to his suffering (Job 13:23-24) and started complaining to God about his condition (23:3-4).   Make 

no mistake about it, Job really struggled with his suffering, saying “I loathe my very life; therefore, I will give free 

rein to my complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul.  I say to God: Do not declare me guilty but tell 

me what charges you have against me. Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work of your hands, while 

you smile on the plans of the wicked” (Job 10:1-4)?  Have you felt this too?  Have you asked these same 

questions?   Some people ae asking this question now as we go through COV-19. God understands.  He knows 

our frame and that we are all frail, feeble, and weak, made of dust (Psalm 103:14).  It is okay to question God  
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and to doubt Him, but we do not need to stay there.  After God answered Job (Job 38, 39), he repented and was 

humbled before God (Job 4:2). He gained greater blessings than ever as he prevailed through those challenges 

To find peace of mind during a pandemic and racial unrest is challenging. Sometimes constantly looking at the 

news can be damaging to our thoughts. Instead utilize this time to focus on Heaven. Pray specific, honest 

prayers, stay thankful and appreciative to God, tell God your needs and thank Him for his blessings and answers. 

Philippians: 4:6 says, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs and 

don’t forget to thank Him for his answers.” Doing the following positive things can assist you in maintaining a 

healthy mindset during these times. They are as follows: 

1. Pray with Others 

Solomon’s classic prayer for Israel is still effective today. 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14. (Note: 

God calls us to pray together as well as independently). 

2. Patiently Ask God for Wisdom 

If you want to know what they do ask God by prayer and He will tell you and supply you with wisdom and trust 

Him as stated by James 1:4-6. “God alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I am trusting him.  

For He rescues you from every trap and protects you from the fatal plague. He will shield you with his wings! 

They will shelter you. His faithful promises are your armor. Now you do not need to be afraid of the dark 

anymore, nor fear the dangers of the day; nor dread the plagues of darkness, nor disasters in the morning. 
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For the Lord says, “Because he loves me, I will rescue him; I will make him great because he trusts in my name. 

When he calls on me, I will answer; I will be with him in trouble and rescue him and honor him. I will satisfy 

him with a full life and give him my salvation.”  

          As we approach a new school year, I am highly optimistic about the endless possibilities for our students, 

parents, and community despite the pandemic. I believe that diligence and hard work will enable us to thrive 

and grow. The verse in Proverbs 13:4 that states “The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing but the soul 

of the diligent is made fat. “I genuinely believe this verse is applicable to the staff at Christ the King. The school 

and parish staff are hardworking and highly focused. They are committed to taking Christ the King Catholic 

School to the next level and the vision is shared amongst all. The expectations of parents are equally as high. To 

reach our desired goals we are continuously adding on to the programs and establishing new programs to 

increase student achievement and school success. New parents are enrolling, and new staff is coming aboard. 

We are adopting a variety of online platforms and the parents and the teachers are eagerly waiting to master 

them. We are also partnering with new parishes and have different organizations that will assist us in providing 

the whole child approach to academic and social growth. In addition, I have visited many homes and have seen 

how eager and ready children are to start in- school learning.  Seeing this eagerness and excitement from the 

students is very motivational to me. As an educator I have always believed that we set the tone for student 

learning and motivation. When we are excited about student learning this carries on to the students and we get 

better results in terms of academic achievement. We will make gains in academic achievement, high quality 

teaching and learning and student engagement. As a community I encourage everyone to share the optimism  
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and excitement that the students, parents, and children have. Even though we are going through unprecedented 

times we are receiving God’s blessings and He will guide us through. We will be open for the upcoming school 

year for in-school learning with school starting August 31st. We thank you for being a part of the Christ the King 

family. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Ivan Branson 
Principal 
Christ the King Catholic School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


