
Christ the King Declamation Contest 

March 17, 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Once again, we are pleased to announce that all students, from Kindergarten to Grade 8, will participate 
in our speech competition.  We believe that speaking in front of others is an important key to academic 
and social success, and are committed to providing the students with many such opportunities.   

The Declamation Contest will have two components.  The first component will be within the classroom.  
Every student will memorize and recite a selection for which they will receive a language arts grade, 
valued like a test grade.  The selections may be poetry or prose (speeches, book, or play selections).  The 
selection must be by a published author and approved by the teacher before the student begins 
memory work.  During the week of April 26th, students will participate in a classroom speech contest.  At 
that time, three students from each in-person class will be chosen to compete in the school declamation 
contest to be held on Wednesday, May 5th.   Students enrolled in virtual learning will not compete in 
the May 5th all school competition.   First, second, and third place winners in each virtual class will 
receive certificates. 

The second component of the contest will be the all school competition at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 5th.  At that time, the finalists will present their selections before the entire school.  A panel of 
judges will decide the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winner in each grade.  All competing students will receive a 
medal.  Although the students are presenting their selection before the whole school, they are really 
competing with just the other two students from their grade level.   

Students are judged on the choice of selection, accurate memorization, posture, appearance, and the 
delivery of the speech (eye contact with the audience, voice inflection, clarity).   Attire should be 
consistent with what they would wear to church.    Students will stand and are not allowed to use props 
or hold anything in their hands.   Emphasis should be placed on clear speech and expression, rather than 
on body movement and gestures. 

Time Length: 

Kindergarten   10 lines or more 

Grades 1-2   20 lines or approximately 45 seconds 

Grades 3-4   1-2 minutes 

Grades 5-8   2-4 minutes 

Please encourage your students and help them to memorize their Declamation Contest selections during 
the coming weeks.   

Thank you for your cooperation and good luck! 

The Staff of Christ the King  


